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BAT YAM MATTERS 
 

BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE   ISLANDS 
A Jewish congregation serving residents and guests of Sanibel, Captiva, Fort Myers, 
and surrounding communities providing a place of worship in the Reform tradition 

and creating an extended Jewish family 
        Number 92                February, 2018           Sh’vat/Adar, 5778 

 
FEBRUARY BAT YAM SHABBAT WORSHIP 

All February Shabbat services will be held in the Sanctuary of the SCUCC, beginning 
at 7:30 p.m.  Rabbi Stephen Fuchs will lead and Cantor Murray Simon will chant the 
prayers accompanied by pianist Abigail Allison. 

 
February 2 – Annual Pulpit Exchange - Rabbi Stephen Fuchs, Reverend Doctor John 

H. Danner, Senior Pastor of the SCUCC, Cantor Murray Simon  
February 9 – Rabbi Stephen Fuchs, Cantor Murray Simon   

February 16 – Rabbi Stephen Fuchs, Cantor Murray Simon   
February 23 - Rabbi Stephen Fuchs, Cantor Murray Simon 

 
THANKS TO THE FEBRUARY ONEG SHABBAT 

VOLUNTEERS …  
February 2 - Sally and Alan Sacks, Irene and Leon Skolnick, Patti and Stanley Levine  

February 9 - Nancy and Ed Greenberg, Linda and Alan Parker 
February 16 -  Myra Klahr, Miriam Bailey, Kathy Zoss 

February 23 – Phyllis Pachman, Annette Pacyga 
 
 
 

BAT YAM AND SCUCC ANNUAL PULPIT EXCHANGE 
FIRST WEEKEND IN FEBRUARY  

 
During the Shabbat service of February 2nd, Reverend Dr. John Danner, Senior 
Pastor of Bat Yam’s host church will be the guest preacher. His sermon title is “Set 
Apart – But For What?” Based on Exodus 19:1-6, Reverend Danner will explore what 
it means for Jews and Christians to understand themselves to be a “priestly people” 
and how American exceptionalism may or may not reflect those understandings.  
On Sunday, February 4th, Rabbi Stephen Fuchs will preach at both the 9 a.m. and 11 
a.m. services of the SCUCC. His sermon topic will be “The Psalms’ (In My Opinion) 
Most Important Prescription.” 
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FEBRUARY 2018 BAT YAM SHABBAT 

MORNING CLASSES   
  
The Shabbat morning classes begin with a half hour of Hebrew reading instruction 
taught by Rabbi Fuchs. They continue with Rabbi Fuchs’ presentations according to 
the topic “Beginning with Creation in Genesis and Getting As Far As We Get as the 
Year Unfolds”. Bat Yam congregants present the second session. Irene Skolnick is 
overseeing the February congregant sessions focusing on the topic of Jews in 
America, beginning with the revolutionary war period and moving forward to such 
topics as Jews in the Civil Rights movement.  
 
The February schedule is as follows: 
 

February 3 
. 9 to 9:30 – Hebrew reading – Rabbi Fuchs 
. 9:30 to 10:30 - Conversations Starting with Genesis - Rabbi Fuchs 
. 10:30 to 11:15: Jews in America up to George Washington’s Inauguration – Leon 
Skolnick 
 

February 10 
.9 to 9:30: Hebrew reading  - Rabbi Fuchs 
.9:30 to 10:30: Conversations Starting with Genesis - Rabbi Fuchs 
10:30 to 11:15: Assimilation in the United States – Don Breiter 
 

February 17 
.9  to 9:30: Hebrew reading  - Rabbi Fuchs 
.9:30 to 10:30: Conversations Starting with Genesis - Rabbi Fuchs 
.10:30 to 11:15:  An Overview of Social Assistance Societies in the U.S. – Renee 
Sugar 

 
February 24  

.9 to 9:30: Hebrew reading  - Rabbi Fuchs 

.9:30 to 10:30: Conversations Starting with Genesis - Rabbi Fuchs 

.10:30 to 11:15: Jews in the Civil Rights Movement – Cheryl Fulmer – PLEASE 
NOTE: If you actively participated in the Civil Rights Movement, contact Cheryl at 
732-780-2016 or fulmer.cheryl@gmail.com so she can include your personal 
experiences in her presentation. 
 

THANKS TO…. 
... Barry Roth for organizing the production and sale of Bat Yam T-shirts for the Heart 
Walk 

…all who contributed food and assisted with the setting up of the reception 
following the Shared Scholar presentation on January 14th and to Adele Anish and 

Marcia Rudin for organizing the reception 
...Esta and David Berger for their continuing maintenance of the Ark 
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RABBI FUCHS 
REFLECTS  

 

 
       

The Adult Issues of Purim 
 
Purim is a time for groggers, 
costumes noise and merriment.  With 
all the frivolity and fun that we shall 
hopefully experience on Shabbat Eve, 
March 2, it is easy to dismiss Purim as 
merely a fun holiday for the young and 
the young at heart, but Purim is much 
more. 
 
The Purim story in the Book of Esther 
confronts the mature reader with vital 
issues about sexual abuse, the 
phenomenon of prejudice, and human 
destiny. 
 
Vashti 
Too seldom do we ponder the courage 
of Vashti, King Ahasueras' first wife. 
The world's most powerful man 
commands her to display her beauty 
for his drunken friends, but she 
refuses. She is a worthy role model for 
our daughters. Vashti refused to 
simply be a sex object even if that 
refusal cost her throne. Hopefully all 
of us can learn from her courage. 
 
Prejudice 
A vital lesson about prejudice 

presents itself when Mordecai refuses 
to bow down before Haman. Haman is 
angry, but as the Bible records: "...it 
was not enough for him to punish 
Mordecai alone, for they had told him 
the people of Mordecai" (Esther 3:5). 
No, because of his anger at one man, 
Haman sought to destroy all the 
Jews.” 
 
Sadly, the prejudice presented against 
us in the book of Esther has 
confronted our people many times 
throughout history. Many other groups 
experience it today. The Purim story 
provides a vivid example of this 
phenomenon that we can profitably 
discuss with young people. 
 
Destiny 
When Mordecai read Haman's decree 
condemning the Jews of Persia to 
death, he sent a message to Esther to 
intercede for her people. Esther's 
response was that she dared not enter 
the presence of the king because he 
had not summoned her, and the 
penalty is death for anyone who 
appears unbidden before the king 
unless he holds out his scepter as a 
sign of acceptance. 
 
Mordecai through the servant Hatach 
asks Esther a question we should all 
frequently ask ourselves: "Who knows 
if you have not become queen for just 
such a time as this?" (Esther 4:14) In 
other words, who knows if we are 
where we are at any given moment 
just for the opportunity the moment 
offers us to make a difference. 
 
Mordecai's really asks us all: Are we 
on this earth just to enjoy life? Is our 
own pleasure the primary purpose of  
 
       [Continued on following page] 
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[Continued from previous page] 
 
our existence? Jewish tradition and 
the Book of Esther say, "No." 
 
Esther could have lived out her life in 
selfish luxury. But Mordecai's question 
pricked her conscience enough so that 
she risked everything to save in an 
effort to save our people. 
 
Mordecai's question addresses 
us as well.  
  
In our lives, all of us like Esther have 
moments when our action or inaction 
our willingness or unwillingness to 
take a risk can make a vital difference 
in someone's life. We can seize these 
moments or turn away from them. 
Esther swallowed her fear and seized 
her moment. Her example and her 
courage commend themselves to all 

of us when opportunities come for us 
to step up and make a difference. 
 
So, as Purim approaches I hope we 
prepare for more than a good time. If 
we study the Book of Esther carefully, 
the lessons we learn about sexual 
harassment, the phenomenon of 
prejudice and our destiny as human 
beings can enrich our Jewish souls 
long after the celebration is over. 
 
Your Rabbi, Stephen Fuchs 
stephenlfuchs@gmail.com 
www.rabbifuchs.com 
twitter: @rabbifuchs6 
Subscribe to my blog at 
www.findingourselvesinbiblicalnarrativ
es.com  
 
 

 
 

ANNUAL MEETING AND POT LUCK 
DINNER ON MARCH 15th  

Bat Yam’s annual meeting and the election and installation of officers and board of 
directors will be held Thursday March 15th.  Dinner will begin at 6:00, followed by 
the meeting. We are planning to have a Pot Luck Dinner and hope many of you will 
volunteer to prepare a favorite dish.  You may bring an appetizer, salad, entree, 
vegetable or dessert.  Please make enough for ten to twelve people and include a 
note card with your name and the name of your dish. In lieu of food contributions, 
donations to cover expenses are welcome. Please plan to arrive at 5:30 with your 
food dish so that we can have everything set up and ready by start time. 
 
Contact one of us with any questions and to let us know what you are bringing, or 
you may sign up at services using the sign-up sheet at the welcome table. Thank 
you for your help; we look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Paula Raboy (239) 472-8957, gaggyp@aol.com 
Paulette Lotstein (239) 395-4527, plotstein@comcast.net  

 (not during February) 
 
 



	 5	

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

            
 

Happy 27th Birthday 
 
With over 150 people in attendance, one of the highlights of the new year was the 
joint installation of Rabbi Stephen Fuchs and Cantor Murray Simon.  Rabbi Paul 
Citrin, a longtime friend to both, formally installed our superlative duo. In the short 
time both of these outstanding men have been part of Bat Yam, our reputation has 
flourished both in Sanibel and the Fort Myers area. We are now a weekend 
destination. Attendance at our Saturday classes has increased significantly. On one 
of the Saturdays in January, we had over sixty people. The unique skills of Rabbi 
Fuchs, providing his perspective of understanding from the ancient texts, are both 
instructive and inspiring.  
 
On January 11th we celebrated our 27th birthday; it provided an opportunity to 
reflect on how far we have come since 1991. We pay homage to the original group 
who saw the need for a Jewish presence on the island. Part of their vision was our 
commitment to social action.  Under the chair of Garry Weiss, we now have a 
monthly paper goods collection, joined in that effort by our neighbors at the SCUCC 
Church. Rev. Danner also joined Rabbi Fuchs, the Council of Immokalee Workers 
(CIW), and many Bat Yam members in the protest at Wendy’s. 
 
Completing the month of January was our participation in the Heart Walk. Rabbi 
Fuchs was the featured speaker, and our thanks go to Barry Roth for arranging to 
have Bat Yam T-shirts designed and worn at the walk. Bat Yam had the largest 
group on the Island participating with over fifty members, and a check was 
presented to the Heart Association for $1,000. Sandy Teger, Chair of the Walk and 
her husband, Dave Was, are temple members. 
 
I am so proud of the members and visionaries who planted the seeds and continue 
working to create the Jewish presence on this paradise island. 

Shalom. Alan Lessack, 
President 
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RABBI FUCHS TO 
TAKE PART IN 

INTERFAITH FT. 
MYERS PROGRAM  

On Thursday, February 1st at 11:30 
a.m., the Interfaith Action Group of 
Southwest Florida will present a 
special luncheon program titled 
“Jerusalem???: Scripture, Traditions, 
History, Current” at the Covenant 

Presbyterian Church, 2439 McGregor 
Blvd. in Ft. Myers. Rabbi Stephen 
Fuchs will be one of the speakers. 
Other speakers are Pastor Dan Betzer, 
Imam Mohamed Al-Darsani, and 
Reverend Dr. Jeffery Deyo.  Julie Glenn 
of WGCU’s NPR will be the moderator. 
Seating at the luncheon session is 
limited. The cost is $12.00. RSVP at 
iagswfl1@gmail.com or telephone  
239-671-1761. 

 
SPECIAL PROGRAM ABOUT PROMINENT 

CANTORS ON MARCH 11TH 
On Sunday, March 11th at 3 p.m. in the sanctuary of the SCUCC, Bat Yam’s Cantor 
Murray Simon will present a program featuring the showing of the acclaimed 
historic documentary DVDs that he produced, Great Cantors	of the Golden Age and 
Great Cantors In Cinema. The program is presented in conjunction with The 
National Center for Jewish Film at Brandeis University.	Cantor Simon’s DVDs are an 
historic film preservation of some of the most famous cantors of the so-called 
“Golden Age of Hazzanut” (cantorial art) from 1927 to 1956. They feature Cantors 
Mordechai Hershman, Adolph Katchko, Moshe Koussevitsky, Moishe Oysher, David 
Roitman, Yossele Rosenblatt, Joseph Shlisky, Gershon Sirota, and Leibele 
Waldman. The DVDs have been aired at the Los Angeles Jewish Film Festival, the 
Toronto Jewish Music Festival, the New Jersey Jewish Film Festival, and the National 
Yiddish Book Center in Amherst, MA as well as in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem and many 
congregations in North America.		They have garnered rave reviews including 
“Archival gold - an important addition to music-history archives,” in The Boston 
Globe Magazine. The program is open to the public, free of charge. The DVDs will be 
available for purchase at a special price of $36.00 for both. 
 

BAT YAM ENDOWMENT ASSOCIATES MEET 
An initial organizing meeting of the Bat Yam Endowment Associates was held on 
January 18th. Martin Packard and Leonard Minsky presented facts relative to the 
need for, and the advantages of, an endowed fund. A number off issues were 
thoroughly discussed.  Martin and Leonard will continue, with professional 
assistance, to develop a set of by-laws that will establish the structure for 
governance, acceptance of gifts, and the process for the expenditure of grants. The 
by-laws will be presented at the next Board meeting for an open discussion and 
ultimate approval. The incorporation of the fund will then be implemented.  
The highlight of the meeting was the recognition of the wonderful support for an 
endowed fund received from members of Bat Yam. As of the meeting date there are 
fifty “stockholders”, and the fund has reached $18,500. Anyone joining prior to the 
next meeting will become a “founding incorporator” and will be recognized as such. 
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SOCIAL ACTION 
COMMITTEE HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING 
PROGRAM  

According to Bat Yam’s Social Action 
Committee, Florida has the third 
highest incidence of human trafficking 
in the United States. Children as 
young as nine years old are victimized. 
These victims of labor and sex 
trafficking can be U.S. citizens or 
immigrants, female or male, children 
or adults. No one is immune from 
being targeted. On Thursday March 1st 
at 7 p.m., Nola Theiss, Executive 
Director of the Human Trafficking 
Awareness Partnership, will speak at 
7 p.m. in Heron Hall of the SCUCC 
about what parents, grandparents, 
and community members can do to 
help prevent this crime.  
 
The Social Action Committee also 
helped organize a public vigil at a Fort 
Myers Wendy’s on January 18th, part 
of a nationwide protest calling for a 
boycott of Wendy’s to urge them join 
all of the other fast food chains in 
participating in the Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers/Alliance for Fast 
Food Program. Members of faith 
communities from Sanibel and Fort 
Myers, including Rabbi Fuchs and 
Reverend John Danner, participated.  
 
The committee’s next paper goods 
drive to benefit F.I.S.H. will be         
Feb. 2nd and 3rd. Leave your donated 
paper goods in bins in front of the 
SCUCC.  

BAT YAM PASSOVER 
SEDER PLANNED 
FOR MARCH 30TH 

 
The Bat Yam Passover Seder will take 
place at 6 p.m. on Friday, March 30th  
at the Sanibel Community House, 
2173 Periwinkle Way. Annette Pacyga 
and Sue Danford are heading the 
event. The price is $45.00 per person 
for Bat Yam members and immediate 
family guests, $60.00 per person for 
local non-Bat Yam members and 
island visitors, and $20.00 for children 
under the age of thirteen. 
 
Bring your own Seder plates and 
Kiddish cups if you wish. Volunteers 
are needed to make baked goods, 
charoset, and chopped liver. Contact 
Norma Kohn at Norjak51@aol.com, 
239-472-5158; Patty Levine at 
patstanlev@aol.com, 239-312-4201 
or 412-979-0608; or Myra Fisher at 
DFi2830r@aol.com   , 239-472-6315 
to tell them what you will make.  
 
The deadline for reservations is March 
20th. There is limited space. Mail your 
checks, which will insure your 
reservations, to Annette Pacyga at 
3722 Coquina Drive, Sanibel (941-
740-1650; 
Annette.pacyga@gmail.com) or to Sue 
Danford, 3737 Agate Court, Sanibel 
(239-579-0744; 
Sue916@sbcglobal.net). If you wish to 
plan your own table gathering, please 
send the list to Annette or to Sue. 
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PROMINENT 
JOURNALIST 

MARVIN KALB TO 
PRESENT BAT YAM 

PROGRAM 
 
Marvin Kalb will speak about his latest 
book, “The Year I was Peter the Great: 
1966 – Kruschev, Stalin’s Ghost, and 
a Young American in Russia”, on 
Sunday, March 25th at 3 p.m. in the 
sanctuary of the SCUCC. Bat Yam is 
sponsoring the program, which is 
open to the public, thanks to The 
Rosner Foundation In honor of June 
Rosner. 
 
Marvin Kalb is presently a nonresident 
senior fellow with the Foreign Policy 
program at Brookings and senior 
advisor at the Pulitzer Center on Crisis 
Reporting. He focuses on the impact 
of media on public policy and politics. 
He is also an expert in national 
security, with a focus on U.S. relations 
with Russia, Europe, and the Middle 
East. His other books include Imperial 
Gamble: Putin, Ukraine and the New 
Cold War”(Brookings Institution Press, 
2015),  “The Road to War:  

 
Presidential Commitments Honored 
and Betrayed” (Brookings Institution 
Press, 2013), in which he looks at how 
presidential commitments can lead to 
the use of American military force, 
and “Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and 
the American Presidency from Ford to 
Obama” (Brookings Institution Press, 
2011), co-written with Deborah Kalb, 
which examines the Vietnam War’s 
extraordinary impact on presidential 
decision making over the past four 
decades. Kalb’s distinguished 
journalism career spans more than 
thirty years and includes award-
winning reporting for both CBS and 
NBC News as chief diplomatic 
correspondent, Moscow bureau chief, 
and anchor of NBC’s "Meet the Press." 
He went on to become founding 
director of Harvard University’s Joan 
Shorenstein Center on the Press, 
Politics and Public Policy. He is the 
Murrow Professor Emeritus at Harvard 
and hosts “The Kalb Report” at the 
National Press Club. The book, 
published by Brookings Institution 
Press in October, 2017, will be 
available for purchase at the event, 
with Mr. Kalb autographing them. 

  
BAT YAM TO PARTICIPATE IN 2018 WORLD 

DAY OF PRAYER  
On Friday, March 2nd, Bat Yam will join in the Sanibel community’s celebration of 
the worldwide ecumenical event The World Day of Prayer. The service will be at  
10 a.m. at St. Michael’s and All Angels Church. Other Sanibel congregations 
participating are Saint Isabel Catholic Church; Chapel by the Sea; Sanibel 
Congregational Church; The First Church of Christ, Scientist; the Sanibel Community 
Church; and the Sanibel Fellowship, Southern Baptist Convention. The service, titled 
“All God’s Creation is Very Good!”, will celebrate the protection of the earth and will 
honor the women of the South American country of Suriname. The speaker for the 
event will be Ms. Indrani Radahkishun, who was born and raised in Suriname, lived 
there until she was eighteen years old, and is familiar with the mulit-cultural nature 
of the country. She currently lives in Miami. 
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JANUARY SHABBAT INSTALLATION SERVICE  

FORMALLY WELCOMES RABBI FUCHS AND 
CANTOR SIMON 

 
During the Shabbat evening service of Friday, January 5th, guest Rabbi Paul J. Citrin 
formally installed Rabbi Stephen Fuchs and Cantor Murray Simon as rabbi and 
cantor of Bat Yam. This very special evening hosted by Bat Yam president Alan 
Lessack included remarks welcoming Rabbi Fuchs and Cantor Simon into the 
Sanibel community by Sanibel City Manager Judith A. Zimomra.  Other speakers 
were Ms. Jeanne Tobin, presently a resident of Cleveland, OH who was president of 
Temple Isaiah in Columbia, MD where Rabbi Fuchs served in the mid-1980s and 
The Reverend Doctor John H. Danner, Senior Pastor of Bat Yam’s host church, 
SCUCC.  
 
As a formal response to his installation, Cantor Simon sang the world premiere of a 
musical composition he wrote in honor of Rabbi Fuchs titled “La-asok B’divrei 
Torah,” in which he set to music the prayer that precedes study of Torah, “Praised 
Art Thou, Adonai Our God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who Instills in us the holiness 
of Mitzvot By commanding us to study the words of Torah.” Rabbi Paul Citrin 
delivered formal remarks on the topic “The Keys to A Flourishing Congregation.”  A 
native of Los Angeles, Rabbi Citrin was ordained by the Hebrew Union College in 
1973. He currently serves as the rabbi of the Taos, NM Jewish Center and teaches 
classes at the Jewish Community Center of Greater Albuquerque and at other 
locations.	 
 

 
 

 Rabbi Paul Citrin blesses Rabbi Fuchs 
and Cantor Simon  

 

     [See additional photo on page 14]                                                 
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TAKE ME OUT TO 

THE BALL GAME…..  
We have arranged to attend JetBlue 
Park on Thursday, March 8th at 1:05 
p.m. for our outing to see the Boston 
Red Sox play Tampa Bay in a spring 
training game.  The cost is $28 per 
seat.  We will be sitting in a 
Grandstand section on the shaded 
side of the ballpark.  Parking is an 
additional $10 per car, so please 
carpool with other members if at all 
possible.   
 
At this point, we have about twenty 
people already signed up, but we 
welcome additional congregants!  If 
you are interested in attending please 
contact me as soon as possible so we 
can secure additional seats together. I 
am coordinating the event and will 
communicate with everyone who 
signs-up.  We hope to tailgate before 
the game so please be sure to tell me 

if you’d like to arrive early and have a 
bite to eat together.  Contact me 
at HowardMLorsch@gmail.com, or feel 
free to call me at (917) 543-4271. 
We look forward to a fun day together, 
and please keep your eye on the 
scoreboard to see the message from 
the Red Sox welcoming Bat Yam, 
Temple of the Islands to JetBlue Park! 
                                               
Howard Lorsch 

 
REFUAH SH’LEMA , 
BEST WISHES FOR 

HEALING TO… 
June Patinkin, William Schlackman, 

Orlene Shimberg, Roselyn Kraus, 
Carol Scheiber,  Anne Joffe, Susan 
Spohr, Martin Pokedoff,  Miriam 

Bailey, Frank Siegel, Allan Saltz (son 
of Jocelyn and Peter Saltz), Ed 

Greenberg 

 
 

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS RABBI SOIFER? 
Rabbi Myra Soifer reports, “Panama – and my actually going there with the Peace 
Corps – is getting more and more real by the day. I have a departure date – 
Monday, February 19th – to Washington, D.C. We have one day of “staging” there 
(No, I have no idea what that means)…Then we leave for Panama on the 21st. 
WHOOPEE! ”   
 
Rabbi Soifer’s official job in Panama is called TELLS (Teaching English Leadership 
and Life Skills). She will be co-teaching with a Panamanian teacher of English. Her 
actual placement won’t be determined until the three-month training in Panama is 
completed.   
 
You can follow Rabbi Soifer’s adventures on her blog, which can be reached by 
going to WhereintheWorldisMyra.wordpress.com.  
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FEBRUARY YAHRTZEITS 

 
February 3 -  Ethel Berke, mother of Stuart Berke 

February 8 – Alfred Magerman, husband of Barbara Magerman  
February 9 – Leona Bergstein, mother of Linda Edinburg 

February 9 - Rose Salus, mother of Edina Lessack 
February 10 – Ruth Golden, mother of Beverly Lubetkin 

February 15 – Rosalie Goldstein - Smith, mother of Alan Smith 
February 21 – Benjamin Clark, father of Herb Clark  
February 19 – Irving Salus, father of Edina Lessack 

February 23 – Abraham Bialy, father of Norma Kohn 
February 26 – Frieda Leaf, mother of Evelyn Clark 

February 28 – Bertha Pokedoff, mother of Martin Pokedoff 
 
 

BAM YAM MEMBERS IN THE COMMUNITY…  

In February, Rabbi James Rudin will present three classes at the BIGArts Winter 
Academy on the topic  “Commoners vs. Aristocrats”, asking the question, “How and 
Why did three ‘commoners’ from humble and non-military backgrounds --  Ulysses 
S. Grant, Dwight Eisenhower, and Omar Bradley --  reach higher goals than three 
‘aristocrats’ – Robert E. Lee, Douglas MacArthur, and George S. Patton – who came 
from privileged and prominent military families?” The classes will be Wednesdays 
February 7th, 14th, and 21st from 9:30 to 11 a.m. at BIGArts.  

On March 7th, 14th, and 21st, Rudin’s three BIGArts Winter Academy classes will 
focus on the topic “Three Iconic Figures – Marx, Freud, and Einstein -- Who 
Permanently Changed Our World.” Tickets for both groups of classes may be 
purchased from BIGArts at $80.00 for each series. 

Poet Myra Klahr will present two classes at BIGArts in February and March titled 
“Poetry Immersion Extravaganza: Learn to Write, Read, and Fall in Love with 
Poetry.”  The one-day class will be held on Tuesday February 13th and Tuesday 
March 13th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Register through BIGArts. The price is $75 per 
session for BIGArts members and $94 per session for non-members. There will be a 
forty-five minute lunch break (bring your own lunch). 
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MISCELLANEOUS… 
 
. Contact Irene Skolnick at irkul42@gmail.com or 239-472--2217 with additions or 
corrections you have to the Yahrtzeit list or if you have donated to Bat Yam but have 
not received an acknowledgement. 

 
. The Bat Yam membership committee needs volunteers to help staff the welcome 
table at the door during season. If you are able to help, contact Cheryl Fulmer at 
732-780-2016. 

 
. To make changes in your contact information on the Bat Yam membership roster, 
contact Brandon Minsky at Brandon@bitservicesfl.com. Please keep your 
information current. 
 
.  Email Cheryl Fulmer at Fulmer.Cheryl@gmail.com with any Bat Yam news you  
wish to have published in L'Chayim, the Federation newsletter, and/or local Sanibel 
newspapers. The L'Chayim deadline for any month's issue is midweek of the first 
week of the previous month.  The Island Reporter deadline is the beginning of the 
week before the desired issue. 
 
. Tzedakah cards that can be used for many occasions may be purchased from 
Renee Sugar for $45.00 for five cards. Your donations contribute to Bat Yam’s 
Tzedakah funds. Contact Renee at rsugar05@gmail.com.	
	
. Norma Kohn wants to gather together current or former players of string or other 
orchestral instruments just to play for their own enjoyment. Anyone interested email 
her at norjak51@aol.com.        
 
. Island Taxi has offered to provide a limo for Friday night Shabbat services from 
Shell Point to the SCUCC on Sanibel. It will hold five people and will cost $50.00 
round trip. ($10.00 per person round trip.) If interested, telephone Mel Bleiberg at 
(239) 693 3016.  

                                Bat Yam members got a real 
treat when Maestro Nir Kaberetti, Musical Director of the Southwest Florida 
Symphony Orchestra, spoke at the Shabbat morning class on January 13th. 
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. 
DONATIONS TO BAT YAM 

General Donations  
Adele Anish 

Harvey Feinberg (guest) 
Susan Rosenberg and Ken Gerson 

Irene and Leonard Skolnick 
Emily and Peter Buch (guests) 

Cheryl and Barry Fulmer 
Ben Yokel 

Anne Altschuler and David Sulman (guests) 
Herb Goldenberg 

The Bat Yam Mahjong Group: Vicky Fuchs, Lee Rabin, Peggy Siegel, Linda Edinburg, 
Paula Raboy, Enid Packard, Marcia Rudin, Shirley Frank, Paulette Lotstein, Bluma 
Herman, Susan Rosenberg, Edina Lessack, Roberta Jacobson, Andrea Smith, Ellen 

Feingold, Louise Freeman  
 

Tzedakah  Fund 
Karen Back and Donald Bachman 

Cynthia and David Jacob 
Marcia and James Rudin 

Josephine and Lewis Schneider 
Irene and Leon Skolnick 
Helane and Alan Smith 
Beth and Garry Weiss 

Stan Zell 
Esta and David Berger 

Cheryl and Barry Fulmer 
Myra Klahr 

Beverly and Bernard Lubetkin 
Norman Minsky 

Enid and Martin Packard  
 

In Honor of June Patinkin’s 90th Birthday 
Edina and Alan Lessack 

Renee and Leonard Minsky 
Marcia and James Rudin 
Carol and Philip Scheiber 

 
In Memory of Ann Arnoff 

Louise Freeman 
 

Music Fund 
Esta and David Berger (in honor of Salessa and Marvin Berk’s 65th anniversary) 

 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  

Harriet Edwards 
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Reverend Danner, Rabbi Fuchs, Jeanne Tobin, Cantor Simon, and Rabbi Citrin at the 

Installation Ceremony on January 5th 
 

SAVE THESE DATES  
 
. Thursday, February 1, 11:30 a.m. – Rabbi Fuchs speaks at Interfaith program  
 
. Friday, February 2, 7:30 p.m. - Reverend Dr. John Danner is guest preacher at Bat 
Yam Shabbat services  
 
.  Sunday, February 4, 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. – Rabbi Stephen Fuchs is guest preacher 
at worship services of the SCUCC   
 
.  Thursday, March 1, 7 p.m.  – Nola Theiss speaks about human trafficking at Bat 
Yam Social Action Committee Program  
 
. Friday, March 2, 10 a.m. – World Day of Prayer service honoring the women of 
Suriname  
 
.  Friday, March 2, 7:30 p.m. – Bat Yam Purim Celebration during Shabbat services 
 
.  Thursday, March 8 – Bat Yam outing to JetBlue Park for Boston Red Sox - Tampa 
Bay spring training game  
 
.  Sunday, March 11 , 3 p.m. -– Cantor Murray Simon program  about prominent 
cantors  
 
.  Thursday, March 15 , 6 p.m.– Bat Yam Annual Meeting and Potluck Dinner 
 
.  Sunday, March 25, 3 p.m  - Marvin Kalb program  
 
. Friday, March 30, 6 p.m. – Bat Yam Passover Seder  
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BAT YAM, TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS   
Rabbi: Stephen Lewis Fuchs 
Cantor: Murray E. Simon 
 

Officers  
President: Alan Lessack  - 773-251-8862   
First VP: Barry Fulmer – 732-780-2016 

Second VP: Michael Hochschild  
Treasurer: Stuart Berke 

Corresponding Secretary: Irene Skolnick  
Recording Secretary: Annette Pacyga  

Immediate Past President: Martin Pokedoff  
Board of Trustees 

Miriam Bailey, Barry Epstein, Shirley Frank, Cheryl Fulmer, Norma Kohn, Barry Roth, 
Garry Weiss, Kathy Zoss  

Past Presidents 
Mel Bleiberg, Ann Arnoff, David Crown, Lois 

Medinets, Steve Greenstein, Marty Packard, Al Kaplan, 
Jack Cohen, Bernard Lubetkin, Michael Raab, Allan Silberman, Martin Pokedoff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BAT YAM  
Temple of the Islands  
PO Box 84  
Sanibel, FL 33957  
  
batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
http://www.batyam.org/   
  


